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Candidate Support Team

Chris H. Chambless – Supervisor of Elections

Kemie Mahan– Voter Services Manager &
          Candidate Qualifying Officer 

Kayla O’Neal – Candidate Support

E-mail:  Candidates@ClayElections.gov
Website: ClayElections.gov 

Phone:  (904) 269-6350



Disclaimer:
This handbook is an overview of the rules and laws relating 
to elections.  It is not intended to be a replacement for 
research on each candidate’s part.  

It is your responsibility as a candidate to read, understand, 
and comply with Florida law. 

All information is subject to change, based on legislation 
and state-driven directives.  

Any information in this handbook which conflicts with the 
applicable state or municipal law at the time, will be 
superseded by said law. 
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Running for Office
Who can become a Candidate? (Section 99, F.S.)

A candidate for a Clay County office must:

 Be a registered voter of Florida
 Adhere to Residency Qualifications
 If required, one’s current position of office must be resigned under

the “resign to run” law (99.012(3), F.S.)
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Nothing prohibits a person from announcing their intention to become 
a candidate prior to filing with the Elections Office. 

However, you must file with the proper filing officer before:
• Opening a campaign bank account
• Spending any money for your campaign
• Accepting any contributions
• Collecting signatures on petitions

Candidates for county and special district offices file and qualify with the Clay 
County Supervisor of Elections. These offices include:

• County Judge
• County Commission

• School Board

• Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller
• Property Appraiser

• Sheriff
• Supervisor of Elections
• Tax Collector
• Special Districts



2026 Local Offices up for Election

County Commissioner
District 2
District 4

School Board
District 1
District 4
District 5

Various CDD & Special District Offices
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 County Commissioner
    At the time of the election

 Constitutional Officers
    At the time of assuming office

Note: No residency requirements exist for a county sheriff other than 
those required by being a qualified elector, i.e., being a legal resident of 
Florida and of the county in which the sheriff is registered to vote.

 School Superintendent
    At the time of assuming office

 School Board Members 
   At the time of assuming office
      

Please refer to DE Reference Guide 0008, Guidelines for Determining 
When Residency Qualifications for Elected Office Must be Met

Residency Requirements
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2026 Important Election Dates

Primary Election           General Election
August 18, 2026              November 3, 2026

Petition Deadlines
_______________________________________________________________

              Federal, Judicial, State Attorney            Noon, Monday, March 23, 2026
  and Public Defender Candidates

_______________________________________________________________
      
              Statewide, Multi-County, County          Noon, Monday, May 11, 2026
 and District Candidates

Candidate Qualifying Dates     
__________________________________________________________________

Judges 

Noon, Monday, April 20, 2026 - Noon, Friday, April 24, 2026
*Note:  Qualifying papers will be accepted beginning April 6, 2026, pursuant to Section 99.061(8) F.S.

_________________________________________________________________

County & District Candidates

Noon, Monday, June 8, 2026 -  Noon, Friday, June 12, 2026
*Note:  Qualifying papers will be accepted beginning May 25, 2026, pursuant to Section 99.061(8), F.S.
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Candidate Filing
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Initial Filing
County Candidates and

Special District / CDD candidates collecting contributions
• DS-DE 9 Appointment of Campaign Treasurer/Designation of Campaign Depository

• DS-DE 84 Statement of Candidate

• Candidate Acknowledgement

Judicial Candidates
• DS-DE 9 Appointment of Campaign Treasurer/Designation of Campaign Depository

• DS-DE 83 Statement of Candidate for Judicial Office

• DS-DE 84 Statement of Candidate

Special District / CDD Candidates not collecting contributions

• Affidavit of Intention for Special District Candidates

• DS-DE 84 Statement of Candidate

Clay County Candidate Handbook 13

DS-DE 9
APPOINTMENT OF 

TREASURER & 
DEPOSITORY

1

DS-DE 84
STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2
Candidate 

Acknowledgement

Acknowledgement 
that all financial 

reports will be filed 
electronically.

3

DS-DE 9
APPOINTMENT OF 

TREASURER & 
DEPOSITORY

1

DS-DE 83
STATEMENT OF 

JUDICIAL 
CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2
DS-DE 84

STATEMENT OF 
CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

3
Candidate 

Acknowledgement

Acknowledgement 
that all financial 

reports will be filed 
electronically.

4

Affidavit of 
Intention

1

DS-DE 84
STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2



Filing Documents

The first step to becoming a candidate is filing the Appointment 
of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository 
(DS-DE 9)  with the Supervisor of Elections Office. 

DS-DE 9 Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and 
Designation of Campaign Depository

The DS-DE 9 allows you to open a campaign bank account, start collecting 
or spending money for your campaign, and begin collecting petition 
signatures. 

As the candidate you may be a treasurer or deputy treasurer. Only the 
treasurer or deputy treasurer may sign campaign checks.
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Clay County Candidate Handbook 15

Campaign Treasurer 
 Is designated on the DS-DE 9. This person does not have to be a registered voter 

or live in Clay County. 

 Keeps detailed accounts and files regular reports of all money received and 
spent.

 Deposits all funds received by the end of the 5th business day into the 
campaign depository.

 Keeps account current within 2 days after the date of any contribution and/or 
expenditure. Contributions and expenditures may be entered into the electronic 
filing system at any time, there is no need to wait until the report is due.

 Preserves all account records for a number of years equal to the term of office 
to which the candidate seeks election. 

As the candidate, you may be a treasurer or deputy treasurer. Only a 
designated treasurer or deputy treasurer may sign campaign checks.

Campaign Depository
 The bank you choose to use for your campaign account is named on the DS-DE 9 

and must be opened as a campaign account.  We recommend the checks say 
“Campaign Account”.

 Must be separate from any personal or other account and used only for 
depositing campaign contributions and making expenditures.

 Must be designated prior to obtaining petition signatures for candidates seeking 
to qualify by the petition process. 

 Expenditures must be drawn by a check on this account. 

 Interest bearing accounts - interest should be reflected as a contribution.

 Bank fees must be listed as an expenditure.  



Filing Documents

DS-DE 84 Statement of Candidate
DS-DE 83 Statement of Candidate for Judicial Office 

The Statement of Candidate for 
Judicial Office (DS-DE 83) is only 
required for Judicial Candidates and 
states that the candidate has read 
and understood the requirements of 
the Florida Code of Judicial Conduct.

The Statement of Candidate (DS-DE 84) 
states that you have been provided 
access to read and understand the 
requirements of Chapter 106, Florida 
Statutes, which details Florida’s 
campaign finance laws. 

These forms must be filed within 10 days of filing the DS-DE 9 Appointment 
of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository, but are 
usually filed at the same time as the DS-DE 9.
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Filing Documents

Candidate Acknowledgement        

Also due within 10 days of the DS-DE 9 is the Candidate 
Acknowledgement which verifies you understand that by 
resolution of the Clay County Board of County Commissioners, 
signed August 2009, candidates are required to file campaign 
finance reports through the electronic filing system.

Filing Documents
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If a Special District candidate at any point in the campaign collects 
contributions or makes expenditures, then the candidate is 
required to file the DS-DE 9 Appointment of Campaign Treasurer 
with the Supervisor of Elections Office, open a campaign bank 
account and file campaign reports on a regular basis.

Special District Candidates 
Special District candidates are not required to file a DS-DE 9 to 
appoint a treasurer if they don’t intend to collect contributions or 
make expenditures other than for the verification of petitions or 
the qualifying fee.

Unless a Special District 
candidate files a DS-DE 9, they 
may not spend money or put 
up signs. 

Spending money on qualifying 
fee and verification of petitions 
is allowed.
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Candidate Qualifying
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Methods of Qualifying
 Payment of qualifying fee

Specified in statute or determined by the salary of the office sought. In addition 
you will be required to pay an elections assessment and a party assessment (if 
seeking a partisan office).  
Special District Candidates are all subject to a flat $25.00 qualifying fee.

 Petition Method
The number of petitions required is based upon the number of registered voters 
in the district as of the previous General Election. Special District Candidates are 
required to submit 25 valid petitions if qualifying by this method. All petitions 
must be submitted on Division of Elections form DS-DE 104.

 Write-In Candidate 
No fee or petitions are required. Your name is not on the ballot.

Clay County Candidate Handbook 20



2026 Qualifying Documents
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DS-DE 9
APPOINTMENT 

OF TREASURER & 
DEPOSITORY

1
DS-DE 84

STATEMENT OF 
CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2
Candidate 

Acknowledgement

Acknowledgement 
that all financial 

reports will be filed 
electronically.

3
DS-DE 301

LOYALTY OATH

Must be filed by the 
following candidates:

301A       Partisan
301B       No Party
301C       Write-In

4
Form 6

FINANCIAL 
DISCLOSURE

Available here:
https://ethics.state.fl.us

5
Petitions or Fee

Petition Certification
Issued by SOE

OR

Qualifying Fee
Check drawn on 

campaign account

6

Steps 4-6 cannot be accepted until the qualifying period.

County Commissioner
(Partisan Race)

Districts 2 and 4
Term of Office 4 years

Qualifying Dates Noon, June 8, 2026 — Noon, June 12, 2026 
Qualifying papers will be accepted starting May 26, 2026, pursuant to Section 
99.061(8), F.S.

TIP: Qualify early beginning May 26!

Petition Requirements District 2 – 294
District 4 – 299                         See page 29 for petition process details

Qualifying Fee With Party Affiliation - $2,220
No Party Affiliation - $1,480 

Qualifying Documents • DS-DE 301A Candidate Oath – State and Local Partisan Office with 
Party Affiliation

• DS-DE 301B Candidate Oath – State and Local Partisan Office with No 
Party Affiliation

• DS-DE 301C Candidate Oath – State and Local Partisan Office – Write-
In Candidate

• Receipt or copy of electronic filing of Form 6, Full and Public 
Disclosure of Financial Interests (for 2025)

• Notice of Logic & Accuracy

Qualifying Requirements
The following items must be received by the Supervisor of Elections no later than 12:00 Noon on June 12, 2026.



2026 Qualifying Documents
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DS-DE 9
APPOINTMENT 

OF TREASURER & 
DEPOSITORY

1
DS-DE 84

STATEMENT OF 
CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2
Candidate 

Acknowledgement

Acknowledgement 
that all financial 

reports will be filed 
electronically.

3

DS-DE 304SB
LOYALTY OATH

Must be filed by the 
following candidates:

Nonpartisan
Write-In

4
Form 6

FINANCIAL 
DISCLOSURE

Available here:
https://ethics.state.fl.us

5
Petitions or Fee

Petition Certification
Issued by SOE

OR

Qualifying Fee
Check drawn on 

campaign account

6

Steps 4-6 cannot be accepted until the qualifying period.

School Board 
(Nonpartisan Race)

Districts 1, 4, and 5
Term of Office 4 years

Qualifying Dates Noon, June 8, 2026 — Noon, June 12, 2026 
Qualifying papers will be accepted starting May 26, 2026, pursuant 
to Section 99.061(8), F.S.

TIP: Qualify early beginning May 26!

Petition Requirements 1,560
See page 29 for petition process details

Qualifying Fee $1,920.44

Qualifying Documents • DS-DE 304SB Candidate Oath – School Board

• Receipt or copy of electronic filing of Form 6, Full and 
Public Disclosure of Financial Interests (for 2025)

• Notice of Logic & Accuracy

Qualifying Requirements
The following items must be received by the Supervisor of Elections no later than 12:00 Noon on June 12, 2026.



2026 Qualifying Documents
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Special Districts
(Nonpartisan Race)

Clay Soil & Water

Qualifying Dates Noon, June 8, 2026 — Noon, June 12, 2026 
Qualifying papers will be accepted starting May 26, 2026, pursuant 
to Section 99.061(8), F.S.

TIP: Qualify early beginning May 26!

Petition Requirements 25
See page 29 for petition process details

Qualifying Fee $25

Qualifying Documents • DS-DE 302NP Candidate Oath – Nonpartisan Office

• Receipt or copy of electronic filing of Form 1, Statement 
of Financial Interests (for 2025)

• Notice of Logic & Accuracy

Affidavit of 
Intention

1

DS-DE 84
STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2

DS-DE 302NP
LOYALTY OATH

Must be filed by the 
following candidates:

Nonpartisan
Write-In

3

Form 1
FINANCIAL 

DISCLOSURE

Available here:
https://ethics.state.fl.us

4

Petitions or Fee
Petition Certification

Issued by SOE
OR

Qualifying Fee
Check drawn on 

campaign account

5

Steps 3-5 cannot be accepted until the qualifying period.

Qualifying Requirements
The following items must be received by the Supervisor of Elections no later than 12:00 Noon on June 12, 2026.



2026 Qualifying Documents
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Special Districts
(Nonpartisan Race)

LAMSBD

Qualifying Dates Noon, June 8, 2026 — Noon, June 12, 2026 
Qualifying papers will be accepted starting May 26, 2026, pursuant 
to Section 99.061(8), F.S.

TIP: Qualify early beginning May 26!

Petition Requirements 25
See page 29 for petition process details

Qualifying Fee $25

Qualifying Documents • DS-DE 302NP Candidate Oath – Nonpartisan Office

• Receipt or copy of electronic filing of Form 1, Statement 
of Financial Interests (for 2025)

• Notice of Logic & Accuracy

Affidavit of 
Intention

1

DS-DE 84
STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2

DS-DE 302NP
LOYALTY OATH

Must be filed by the 
following candidates:

Nonpartisan
Write-In

3

Form 1
FINANCIAL 

DISCLOSURE

Available here:
https://ethics.state.fl.us

4

Petitions or Fee
Petition Certification

Issued by SOE
OR

Qualifying Fee
Check drawn on 

campaign account

5

Steps 3-5 cannot be accepted until the qualifying period.

Qualifying Requirements
The following items must be received by the Supervisor of Elections no later than 12:00 Noon on June 12, 2026.



2026 Qualifying Documents
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Special Districts
(Nonpartisan Race)

Community Development Districts

Qualifying Dates Noon, June 8, 2026 — Noon, June 12, 2026 
Qualifying papers will be accepted starting May 26, 2026, pursuant 
to Section 99.061(8), F.S.

TIP: Qualify early beginning May 26!

Petition Requirements 25
See page 29 for petition process details

Qualifying Fee $25

Qualifying Documents • DS-DE 302NP Candidate Oath – Nonpartisan Office

• Receipt or copy of electronic filing of Form 1, Statement 
of Financial Interests (for 2025)

• Notice of Logic & Accuracy

Affidavit of 
Intention

1

DS-DE 84
STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE

Due within 10 
calendar days of 

filing DS-DE 9

2

DS-DE 302NP
LOYALTY OATH

Must be filed by the 
following candidates:

Nonpartisan
Write-In

3

Form 1
FINANCIAL 

DISCLOSURE

Available here:
https://ethics.state.fl.us

4

Petitions or Fee
Petition Certification

Issued by SOE
OR

Qualifying Fee
Check drawn on 

campaign account

5

Steps 3-5 cannot be accepted until the qualifying period.

Qualifying Requirements
The following items must be received by the Supervisor of Elections no later than 12:00 Noon on June 12, 2026.



Qualifying Documents

Notice for Candidates filing a Statement or 
Disclosure of Financial Interests (Form 1 or Form 6)

• Per Florida Statute 112.3144, all candidates required to 
submit either a Full and Public Disclosure of Financial 
Interests (Form 6) or a Statement of Financial Interests 
(Form 1) must complete the form electronically with the 
Florida Commission on Ethics.

• In order to file, candidates must create a login on the 
Electronic Financial Disclosure Management System used by 
the Florida Commission on Ethics. 
https://disclosure.floridaethics.gov/Account/Login 

• TIP: Create your login early so you have time to complete 
the Form electronically before Qualifying ends.

Clay County Candidate Handbook 26
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 The Qualifying Officer performs a ministerial function in 
reviewing qualifying papers. 
Section 99.061(7)5(c), F.S. 

 The Qualifying Officer examines the face of the qualifying 
papers presented for completeness only. 

 The Qualifying Officer does not determine whether the 
contents of the qualifying papers are accurate.

Section 99.061(7)(c), F.S.

Qualifying Officer 
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Candidate Petition Process
                   (Sections 99.095 & 105.035, F.S.)
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 A person seeking to qualify for nomination to any office may qualify to have his or her name 
placed on the ballot by means of the petition process.

 A person qualifying by this method is not required to pay the qualifying fee or party 
assessment.

 Petition process only waives the fees – candidate must still submit all other qualifying papers.

Petition Method

Petition Information
 A candidate may begin collecting petition signatures after the Appointment of Campaign 

Treasurer (DS-DE 9) has been filed with the SOE. 

 Candidates are required to supply, print or make copies of his/her own petitions.

 The cost of verifying petitions is $.10 per petition paid in advance by the candidate.  If the 
candidate is unable to pay this, he/she may file the Oath of Undue Burden to have the fee waived.

 The petition form, DS-DE 104, must be reproduced with the exact wording and format.

 The form may not be smaller than 3 x 5 inches.  

 Signatures may be obtained from any registered voter in the area of the office you are seeking, 
regardless of party affiliation.

 The SOE will determine if the correct number of valid petitions have been collected in order to 
waive the qualifying fee. 

 Once the correct number of valid petitions have been collected, the Supervisor of Elections will 
issue a signed Petition Certification.

Clay County Candidate Handbook 29

Petition Submission Deadline: Noon on Monday, May 11, 2026

Common Mistakes: 
• Rule/form number (i.e. DS-DE 104) cut off 
• Incorrect date of birth
• Voter not registered
• Petition not signed by voter
• Petition not dated by voter
• Voter not in correct district (if applicable)



Name of Candidate

The Office Being Sought 

Party Affiliation of Candidate

John Doe

05/05/55   OR     123456789
123 Main St.

Orange Park Clay FL 32073                 

Tip: Take time to look through petitions and make corrections before turning in. Candidates 
may make corrections to all fields except signature and date signed.

The candidate may complete the areas highlighted in yellow prior to printing or making 
copies of the petition. 
All boxes must be completed, but the voter must be the one to fill out the signature and 
date (highlighted in green).

Please review Rule 1S-2.045 for additional information regarding the Candidate Petition 
Process.

Petition Form DS-DE 104
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Campaign Financial Reporting

Clay County Candidate Handbook 31



Clay County Candidate Handbook 32

Financial Reporting Overview

 Each candidate and treasurer is responsible for following all applicable 
laws provided by the State of Florida during his or her run for elected 
office.

 The Florida Election Commission in Tallahassee investigates violations of 
Chapter 106 should any individual wish to file a complaint. The Clay 
County Supervisor of Elections does not have investigative authority. 
Criminal penalties are associated with many provisions.

 Completion and correctness of finance reports are the responsibility of 
the candidate and campaign treasurer. 

 The Supervisor of Elections is required to notify the Florida Elections 
Commission for failure to file a report, repeated late filings, or failure to 
pay a fine imposed.

 The Clay County Supervisor of Elections requires that all campaign 
reports be filed through the Online Reporting System. 

 Each candidate will be issued a password, candidate ID, and PIN 
number(s) that will be emailed to them after filing the DS-DE 9 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer. 

 Reports must be filed by 11:59:59 p.m. on the date it is due, otherwise 
the report is considered late. Candidates must file online by each due 
date, even if there are no contributions or expenditures. This would be a 
waiver.
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Financial Reporting Overview (cont.)

 Campaign reports are public records. These reports may be 
reviewed by opposing candidates, the public, and media outlets. It 
is important that great care is taken to ensure that campaign 
reports are complete, accurate, and in compliance with all 
election laws.

 If a campaign report has been accepted and is found to be 
incomplete, the candidate will be notified and required to file an 
amended report. 

 More information on filing financial reports can be found in How 
to File Financial Reports Online, which can be found at 
https://clayelections.gov/candidates-committees/candidate-
dashboard/candidate-forms-and-publications/
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Reporting Schedule
Calendar of Reporting Dates for 2026 Candidates



Electronic Filing System
 Go to ClayElections.gov
 Select 'Candidates & Committees’ then Candidate Dashboard’ then 

‘Filing Financial Reports’.
 Your Candidate ID, Password, and PIN(s) can be found in the email sent 

to you.
 You may enter the information for your report at any time, but do not 

submit until the report is complete.  

Clay County Candidate Handbook 35

Tip: Download the How to File Financial Reports Online handbook to 
help you file your reports



Reporting Contributions
All Contributions must:

 Specify name and complete address of the contributor even if it is a loan 
from the candidate.

 Specify amount of the contribution.

 If the contribution is over $100, the specific occupation of the contributor 
must be listed; if the contributor is a business, the principle type of 
business activity must be listed.

 Anonymous contributions must be reported.  A letter should accompany 
the report; the candidate should not spend the anonymous contribution; 
donate the amount to an appropriate entity under Section 106.141, F.S. 
after the campaign.

Contribution Limits 
 A candidate may not receive more than $1,000 per election from any one 

person or business (this includes spouse or other family members.)

 A candidate’s contributions to his/her own campaign are unlimited.

 A candidate may accept personal, business and traveler’s checks and 
money orders up to $1,000 limit per person or business. 

 The contribution limit for cash or cashier’s check is $50.00 per person for 
each election.  

        Note: The treasurer is responsible for tracking the amounts given by each   
        person or business.  The reporting system does not track this.

 A candidate with opposition must return to the contributor any 
contribution received on the day of or less than 5 days before an election.
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Contribution Types
 Cash includes Cashier’s Check

  Checks include:

• Traditional paper check

• Pay Pal – List the contribution in whole, then list the fee as 
an expenditure

• Credit Cards – May be accepted for contributions but may 
not be used for purchases

• Any electronic funds transfer

 In-kind – An item of value other than money or volunteer 
services

• An in-kind contribution is a contribution of goods or 
services provided to the candidate for which money 
would have otherwise been paid. At the time of donating, 
a description of the item or service and the fair market 
value must be provided by the contributor to the 
candidate.

This is a sample of the most common contribution types, please review:
 How to File Financial Reports Online: A Handbook For Candidates & Committees for 
a complete list.



Reporting Expenditures

 All expenditures must include:

• Date of the expenditure.

• Name and complete address of the payee (including post 
offices for postage or the Elections Office).

• Purpose of expenditure.

• Amount of the expenditure.

 No expenditures shall be made or authorized without sufficient 
funds in the campaign account.

 Payment shall be made upon receipt and acceptance of goods 
or services.
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Financial Report Late Fees
 Any candidate or political committee failing to file a report on the 

designated due date is subject to a fine as provided in paragraph (b) for 
each late day, and, in the case of a candidate, such fine shall be paid only 
from personal funds of the candidate. 106.07 F.S. (8)(a)

 The fine is $50 per day for the first 3 days late and, thereafter, $500 per 
day for each late day, not to exceed 25 percent of the total receipts or 
expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late 
report. However, for the reports immediately preceding each special 
primary election, special election, primary election, and general 
election, the fine is $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25 
percent of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for 
the period covered by the late report. 106.07 F.S. (8)(b)

Common Violations of Chapter 106
 Accepting contributions or making expenditures prior to appointing a 

campaign treasurer and designating a campaign depository. 

 Failure to file regular reports of all contributions and all expenditures.

 Failure of a candidate with opposition to return any contribution received 
less than 5 days prior to the election. 

  Failure of a person to mark all political advertisements as a "pd. pol. adv." 
or a "paid political advertisement" and to identify the sponsor. 
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Political Advertising
The following information and examples may be found in the 

Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook
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Political Advertising Overview

A political advertisement is a paid expression in a communication 
medium prescribed in Section 106.011(4) F.S., which expressly     
advocates the election or defeat of a candidate.

Disclaimer not required for:
• Candidate petitions.

• Items designed to be worn.

• Novelty items worth less than $10, and are not in opposition to    

a candidate.

• Link or graphic that directs the user to a site that does require a 

disclaimer.

• A message placed on a social networking website.

• A text message that is less than 200 characters.

Please review Section 106.143 F.S. and the Candidate and Campaign 

Treasurer Handbook.



Examples – Non-incumbent, partisan candidate running for partisan office:

Elect Jane Doe for 
County Commission District 5

Paid by Jane Doe, Rep., for 
County Commission

Elect Jane Doe for
County Commission District 5

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by 
Jane Doe, Republican, for County Commission

OR

Re-Elect John Doe
Sheriff

Paid by John Doe, Democrat, 
for Sheriff

Re-Elect John Doe
Sheriff

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by 
John Doe, Dem., for Sheriff

OR

Jane Doe for
County Commission District 5

Paid by Jane Doe, No Party Affiliation, 
for County Commission

OR

Examples – Incumbent, partisan candidate running for partisan office:

Examples – Non-incumbent, no party affiliation candidate running for partisan office:

Elect Jane Doe
County Commission District 5

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by 
Jane Doe, NPA, for County Commission

Political Advertising Disclaimers
Disclaimers must be verbatim, per Section 106.143, F.S.

Elect John Doe
For School Board

Political advertisement paid for and
Approved by John Doe for School Board

OR
Elect John Doe

For School Board
Paid by John Doe for School Board

Examples – Incumbent candidate running for nonpartisan office:

Re-Elect Jane Doe
School Board

Political advertisement paid for and 
approved by Jane Doe for School Board

OR
Re-Elect Jane Doe

School Board
Paid by Jane Doe for School Board

For more information please review the Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook

Examples – Non-incumbent candidate running for nonpartisan office:
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Sign Ordinances
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Campaign Signs

 Florida Statute 102.031 (4)(a)

 Florida Statute 106.1435

 Clay County Code Section 15-10
       Use, placement, or erection of certain structures on   
       polling places and early voting sites prohibited.

 Clay County Code Section 12-52 
Prohibits standing in a median and/or handing any 
product (including pamphlets) to an occupant of a motor 
vehicle on a public road.

 Clay County Land Development Code
Article VII, Section 7-27 (g)

Election Sign:  A temporary sign erected or displayed for the 
purpose of expressing support for or opposition to a 
candidate or stating a position regarding an issue upon which 
the voters of the County shall vote.
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 One election sign (attached or freestanding) for each candidate 
and each issue per parcel.

 On residential parcels, sign shall not exceed six square feet in 
sign area. Height shall not exceed four feet.

 On nonresidential parcels and parcels zoned AG and AR, sign 
shall not exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area and eight 
feet in height.

 Permanent onsite digital signs and digital billboards may be 
used as election signs.

 All freestanding signs must be set back at least five feet from all 
property lines and located outside of any traveled way and sight 
visibility triangle.

 All election signs must be removed within seven calendar days 
following the election to which it pertains.

What is permitted?
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What is NOT permitted?

Election signs may not be erected within the 
property boundary of any parcel utilized as a 
polling place on election day, or within the 
property boundary of any parcel utilized as an 
early voting site during the early voting period.
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Prohibited Election Signs

Any sign in the public right-of-way

Any sign located on property without the 
permission of the owner

Wind signs

Revolving signs

Roof signs

 Signs that have unshielded illuminating devices

 Signs that obscure from view any official traffic 
or governmental sign, signal or device

Any sign nailed, fastened or affixed to a tree
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Election Laws and Resources
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Supervisor of Elections’ Resources

Office
  Printed District and/or Custom Maps
 Voter Data
  Computer Access for Financial Reporting

Website
 Candidate Financial Reporting System 
 Downloadable maps
 Sign Solicitation Boundary Aerial Photographs
 File Access to:  Daily Mail Ballot Status (candidates with opposition only)

 Election Day hour-by-hour voter turnout
 Important Dates/Reporting Dates/Links/FAQs
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General Information

Candidate Courtesy
BCC “Blind Carbon Copy” recipients when sending emails to multiple 
people to prevent disclosure of email addresses 

The SOE office is nonpartisan
Please refrain from discussing politics or candidates while in the office

Resourceful Links
All Candidate Forms & Publications are available at the following:

• Division of Elections website: http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/
• Supervisor of Elections website: ClayElections.gov
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Laws and Resources to Be Familiar With

 Resign-to-Run (Section 99.012(3), F.S.) 

 Federal Hatch Act (5 USC § 1501 – 1508) 

 Changing Parties for Partisan Offices (Section 99.021, F.S.)   

 Changing the Designation of Office  (Section 106.021(1), F.S.)

 Statement of Solicitation (Section 106.0701, F.S.)  

 Certain Prohibited Acts (Section 106.15, F.S.) 

 Solicitation from Religious/Charitable/Civic Organizations 
(Section 106.08(5), F.S., and Division of Elections Opinion 04-03)

 Making Malicious Statements (Section 104.271, F.S.)

 Certifying a False Report  (Sections 106.07(5) and 106.19, F.S.) 

 Limitations on Political Activity for Judicial Candidates    
(Section 105.071, F.S., and DOE Opinion 78-34) 

 Guidelines for Determining When Residency Qualifications for 
Elected Office Must be Met (DE Reference Guide 0008)

 Advisory Opinions (Rule 1S-2.010)

 Candidate Forms and Publications 
(https://www.ClayElections.gov/Candidates-Committees/Candidate-
Forms-and-Publications)

 Division of Elections website 
(https://dos.myflorida.com/elections)  

https://www.clayelections.gov/Candidates-Committees/Candidate-Forms-and-Publications
https://www.clayelections.gov/Candidates-Committees/Candidate-Forms-and-Publications
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections
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Publications

Located at ClayElections.gov under Candidates and Committees
- Candidate Forms & Publications
 

Most of the information you’ll need as a candidate may be found in…
The Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook and 

How to File Financial Reports Online
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